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MANDATE 
Handicap International’s goal in Algeria is to promote the social inclusion of the 
most vulnerable people and to improve their living conditions by advancing 
their rights and ensuring their needs are taken into account. 
 

SITUATION 
Although the situation and perception of people with disabilities in Algeria is 
changing, there is still some way to go before they are fully included in society. 
Disability legislation is relatively advanced in Algeria, and a law on the 
promotion and protection of people with disabilities was passed in 2002, 
although not all of its application decrees have been published. Laws therefore 
exist although their application in the field is still a work-in-progress. Following 
the ratification of the CRPD

1
 (Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities) in 2009, and the launch of a National Disability Survey in 2011, a 
new law is currently under development. 
Aware of these developments and opportunities, Algerian civil society is rapidly 
becoming more organised. Disabled people’s organisations are steadily 
streamlining their operations, sourcing funding for their actions and conducting 
advocacy operations to advance the rights of people with disabilities. However, 
they still require technical and managerial assistance. Multiple national and 
international partnerships have already been formed, and the number of 
projects - cooperation, literacy, training, education for children with disabilities, 
making work pay, socialisation and life projects - continues to grow. They now 
need to continue this momentum. 
 

INITIAL ACTIONS 
In 1998, Handicap International has initiated collaboration with Algerian 
professionals in mental health and rehabilitation, when the organisation 
attended a series of joint seminars organised in Blida, then in Marseille, on the 
theme of “wounded childhood”.  

This partnership has resulted in:  

 Support to public establishments and organisations working in aid of children in difficulty (child victims of terrorism, children 
with disabilities or serious illnesses, etc.) 

 Support to practitioners, health authorities and training institutes to expand care services for people with disabilities. 
 

KEY FACTS 

Human Development Index (HDI) * 93 (out of 187 countries)  

GNI per capita ($PPA)** $13,070 

Surface area** 2.381,740 sq.km. 

Population (millions) ** 39.21 million 

Life expectancy * 71.0 years 

*UNDP: 2014 Human Development Report 
**World Bank: 2013 
 

The Maghreb programme 
Since July 2011, in line with the regional programme’s 2012-2016 strategy, the actions conducted by Handicap International in Morocco, 

Algeria and Tunisia have been grouped into a single programme with a regional office in Rabat, Morocco.  
This regional programme enables the programmes to pool their means and resources. By doing so, Handicap International fosters an 
exchange of experiences and the strengthening of synergies between civil society organisations, professional bodies, and public and 
semi-public organisations in these countries. 
 

STAFF   
 National staff members: 7 

 Expatriate staff members: 1 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1
 Adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on 13 December 2006, and entering into force on 3 May 2008, the United Nations 

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities aims to promote, protect and ensure the full and equal enjoyment of all human rights and 
fundamental freedoms by all persons with disabilities, and to promote respect for their inherent dignity. 

The Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities (CRDPH) 

Ratified on 4/12/09 

Oslo convention on cluster munitions Not ratified 

Ottawa mine ban convention Ratified on 9/10/01 

Algeria 2015 
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Current projects 2015 
 

 
Support for people with neuromuscular diseases2 
 
 
 

GOAL 
Improving the medical case-management of people with neuromuscular diseases.  

 
METHOD 

This project brings together health professionals and people from Algerian organisations around the issue of the case-
management of people with neuromuscular diseases. Its actions include capacity-building for members of the network of 
Algerian muscular dystrophy organisations (RAAM), training of health’s professionals and offers home-based psychological 
support for people with muscular dystrophy and their families. Two specific consultation units were also set up in Algiers and 
Constantine. 
 

BENEFICIARIES 
People with muscular dystrophy and their families. 
 

PARTNERS 
French muscular dystrophy association (AFM), ADEM Association from Constantine, Sétif Muscular Dystrophy Association, 
Batna Muscular Dystrophy Association, Défi Muscular Dystrophy Association. 
 

LOCATION 
The entire national territory. 

 
 
 

 
 

Supporting the ANIS Centre so as to improve care for children 
with disabilities  

 
GOAL 

Improve the quality of care services and day care for children with disabilities in the ANIS psycho-pedagogical centre. 
 
METHOD 

The project works in a facility delivering care for children with learning difficulties and mental health problems: the ANIS psycho-
pedagogical centre in Boumerdès, also known as the ANIS Centre.  
The project focuses on two target groups:  

 The teaching and admin staff at the ANIS Centre by delivering training in innovative techniques for therapeutic 
workshops. 

 The main local institutional and non-profit stakeholders involved in helping children in the administrative district of 
Boumerdès via awareness-raising initiatives. 

 
BENEFICIARIES 

The teaching and admin staff at the ANIS centre and the children who come to the centre. 
 
PARTNERS 

ANIS Centre and Boumerdès social action department. 
 
LOCATION 

Boumerdès administrative district. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
2
 Neuromuscular diseases impair the functioning of the muscles and therefore motor functions, either directly because of the muscle fibres themselves 

being affected, or indirectly because one of the other components of the muscle is affected. 
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Regional project 

  

Increasing the socio-economic and political inclusion of 
people with disabilities 
Regional project run in Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia 
 
 

 
GOAL 

Facilitate dialogue between the associations working in the disability field, civil society organisations and the public authorities in 
order to enable inclusive public policies aiming to advance the rights of people with disabilities to be developed, rolled out and 
monitored. 

 
METHOD 

Handicap International is implementing this project in partnership with organisations working in the disability field and benefitting 
directly from the initiative. This partnership combines Handicap International’s expertise in the field of rights and advocacy for 
people with disabilities and local partners’ specific skills in inclusive policy analysis. The direct involvement of people with 
disabilities is key to the success of this project which primarily hinges upon methods for developing advocacy and associations 
networks being taken up. 
 

BENEFICIARIES 
People with disabilities in the three countries. 

 
PARTNERS 

No Algerian partners on this project. 
 

LOCATION 
Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia.  

 
 

 
Regional project 

  

Inclusive education and inclusive local development  
Regional project run in Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia 

 
 
 

GOAL 
Improve access to quality education for children with disabilities in the administrative districts of Sétif and Tizi Ouzou in Algeria. 
This improvement takes the form of developing the skills of local stakeholders, local social action schemes, concerted local 
policies and discussion dynamics at the regional level. 

 
METHOD 

Handicap International is doing the following:  

 Raising the awareness of the parents of children with disabilities, local stakeholders and the media about the right to 
education. 

 Training and supporting teaching professionals about inclusive practices and personalized social support. 

 Bolstering the mechanisms for supplying orthopaedic devices and technical aids for children with disabilities. 

 Putting in place local social action schemes and technically and financially supporting DPOs to ensure that they take 
part in these schemes. 

 Delivering advocacy and local consultation training to DPOs. 

 Training local stakeholders about developing and coordinating inclusive public policies. 

 Facilitating and developing a regional skills, distance learning and discussion scheme. 
 

BENEFICIARIES 

 2,000 children with disabilities and their families benefitting from inclusive services, of whom 100 have a personalized 
support or education plan. 

 30 education services are being supported in order to foster the development of an inclusive environment.  

 Members of the partner associations who have received training about advocacy and local consultation.  

 The local population whose awareness has been raised about the principles underpinning inclusion. 
 
PARTNERS 

The Association of parents of children with cerebral palsy (APIMC – Sétif) and the Association of Disabled People and their 
Friends (AHLA - Bouzeguène / Tizi Ouzou). 
 

LOCATION 
Sétif and Tizi Ouzou administrative districts. 
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MAIN FUNDING BODIES 

 
 

 
Principality of Monaco 

Department for International 
Cooperation 

 
 

 
French Muscular Dystrophy 

Association 
 

 
 

 
French Embassy in Algeria 

 

 
 
 

 
Finnish Ministry for Foreign 

Affairs 
 

 

 
French Development Agency 

 

 

 
UNICEF 

 

 

 
Islamic Relief France 
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