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HI Team and intervention areas 
HI BOLIVIA, in the Latin America Regional Program, has 8  staff members.  
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General data of the country 

a. HI internal classifications of the country context 

 

Level of 
violence 

Operations 
Director 
Focus 

Health 
Focus  

Positionning 
Focus 

Emergency 
Focus 

Low NO 
FocusStanda

rd 

NO NO NO 

 

ab. General Data 

DATA Bolivia Peru Belgium 

Population 11.8 33.5 11.5 

IHDI 0.72 0.78 0.93 

Gender-related 
development index 

0.945 0.957 0.974 

Maternity mortality 155 88 5 

GINI Index  42.2 42.8 27.4 

Population within UNHCR 
mandate 

810 2.529 42.168 

INFORM index 4.2  4.7 1.9 

Fragile state index 74.97 67.63 27.10 

Public social protection 10.2 5.5 29.2 

Net official development 
assistance received  

1116.1 629.6 0 
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bc. Humanitarian law instruments ratified by the country 

Humanitarian law instruments Status 

Mine Ban Treaty Ratified on 09/06/1998 

Convention on Cluster Munitions Ratified on 30/04/2013 

UN Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities 

Ratified on 16/11/2009 

 

 

cd. Geopolitical analysis 

As a middle-income country, Bolivia remains one of Latin America’s poorest nations. Bolivia’s 

first indigenous president, Evo Morales, was first elected in 2005. Since then, progress has 

been made in the areas of poverty reduction, education, health, recognition and inclusion of 

the country’s 36 ethnic groups and indigenous cultures. 

Bolivia is going through a post-electoral crisis since the presidential elections of October 2019. 

Evo Morales had declared himself the winner of the presidential election for a fourth term, but 

the opposition had cried fraud. After weeks of protests, the president resigned and fled Bolivia, 

leaving the police and army behind. He fled first to Mexico and then to Argentina, and Añez 

became interim president in November 2019. She promised to lead a transitional government 

in order to call new elections in 2020.  

The general election, postponed twice because of the Covid-19 pandemic, will take place in a 

context of strong political polarization and health crisis. Former President Evo Morales, exiled 

in Argentina, is polarizing a deleterious and violent Bolivian election; the vote is scheduled for 

October 18, 2020.  

The general elections, postponed twice because of the Covid-19 pandemic, finally realized on 

October 18, 2020 in a context of strong political polarization and health crisis. 
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The official result of the general elections was published after the second round, on October 

29, 2020, when the official count gave Luis Arce the victory with 55.11% of the votes. 

Despite this progress, the economic model implemented in Bolivia, based on extractivism, has 

failed in many aspects and is not meeting the basic needs of the population. Bolivia still ranks 

highest in percentages of: poverty (38,.6%) and extreme poverty (16.,8%), teenage 

pregnancies, violence against women, etc. Limitations are observed in the quality of health 

and education services, there is no food security, increased citizen insecurity, high rate of 

unemployment, particularly in youth.  

Bolivia is regularly affected by natural disasters and effects of climate change on agricultural 

activity are already visible, upsetting the economy of the country. 

There is still an expected important political risk with possible overflows as protests and 
violence are the primary means of political communication between citizenry and the 
government. 

 

 

 

 

e) Analysis of disability situation 

 
Representation and Understanding of Disability 

Statistics 
and data on 
disability 

 Bolivia is data deficient (quantitative and qualitative) on disability. 
Disability is not considered in demographic and health studies and 
partly in national censuses. As per the last census (2012), only 3.9% 
of population was registered which shows that most of the disabled 
population is not visibilized, particularly people with mild or moderate 
disabilities.  Additionally, only 0.4% have a disability card allowing to 
get some social and health benefits. Obtaining a disability card is 
complicated and costly for most PwD, especially for those in rural 
areas and indigenous communities. 

 Next census is planned for 2020. We might want to evaluate the 
opportunity to include the short set of questions from the 
Washington Group with the National Institute of Statistics. 
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 The next census was planned for 2020, but could not realizedrealize 
because of the COVID-19 Pandemic. The opportunity to include the 
Washington Group's questions with the National Statistical Institute 
could be assessed for the time being. 

Attitudes 
and social 
representati
ons of 
disability 

 PwD form an isolated and invisible social group, which faces all 
kinds of restrictions resulting from stereotypes and strong 
prejudices in Bolivian society. They are considered a burden, shame, 
punishment or a curse. There is a tendency to deprive them of the 
exercise of their fundamental rights and this is reflected in the lack 
of educational, employment or rehabilitation opportunities, among 
others. Discrimination occurs in both the public and private spheres, 
including within the family. Some cases of infanticide of new-borns 
with disabilities in rural communities.   

Legal and political framework 

Application, 
monitoring 
and 
evaluation 
of the 
CRPD 

 The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) 
was ratified in 2009; and the Inter-American Convention for the 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Persons with 
Disabilities was ratified in 2003 

Integration 
of Disability 
into 
national 
laws and 
public 
policies 

 
 Adoption of the General Persons with Disabilities Act No. 223 (2012) 

and its regulatory decree; 
 The creation of CONALPEDIS (National Council of Persons with 

Disabilities) has not been complied with, as provided for in Act No. 
223. In practice, the Ministry of Justice, head of the sector, through 
the Direction of the PwD, controls all activities related to disability 
without a multisectoral approach; 

 Social programs targeted at this specific group are limited, with 
scarce resources and limited impact. Mainstream programs rarely 
include PwD.   

 Absence of women and girls with disabilities from policies and 
strategies for equal opportunities between women and men, 
particularly their absence from the National Plan for Equal 
Opportunities - Women Building the New Bolivia to Live Well 
(PNIO). 

 New labour law for persons with disabilities (No.977) was adopted 
in 2017, with centralization of activities regarding labour and PwD in 
the hands of a Ministry of Labour with limited capacities and 
technical knowledge. 
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Barriers and Facilitators of Access to Services 

Disability 
and 
Citizenship 

 The Bolivian constitution does not recognize persons with disabilities as 
full holders of all human rights, but rather considers them as in need of 
protection. 

 In the Political Constitution of the State were registered specific rights 
for PwD and there are rules that protect it.  Denial or violation of their 
rights, especially with regard to discrimination, still persists. 

Social 
protection 
and access 
to services 

 A monthly subsidy to persons with severe and extremely severe 
disability is implemented through municipal governments.   

 There are restrictions on PwD — no right to represent themselves, for 
example — that prevent them from enjoying full access to justice;   

 There are several barriers to access to services: architectural, social, 
economic, etc. 

 Universal registration of all PwD is not guaranteed and new-borns with 
disabilities are less likely to receive identity documents, which impedes 
their access to basic services. 

Main stakeholders in the field of disability 

Structure of 
DPOs  

 Existence of 5 Federations of PwD (representing each one a 
disability) with very limited resources and capacities for mobilizing 
and advocacy. The social movement around disability is very weak.  

 There are very few INGOs with a disability focus, present in Bolivia 
and the connection between them is not formalized. Punctual actions 
mark their relationships. 

 There are several very small associations of PwD and/or 
parents/guardians, most are disorganized, politicized (co-optation by 
the government) and conflicting (leaders seek personal interests). It 
makes is very difficult to support civil society because of this division. 

 
f) Description of exposure to mine/weapon and disaster risks in the 
areas covered  + continuum/contiguum related issues 

Exposure to armed-violence-related 

In contrast to the global situation, the homicide rate in Bolivia and the average for Latin 
America and the Caribbean (LAC) have increased significantly in recent years. Between 2005 
and 2012, the rate of homicides in Bolivia came close to doubling.  

One issue related to this topic is the high rate of women murdered in Bolivia by the partner or 
a family member. Bolivia closed 2017 with 111 femicides, six more than the 104 of 2016. 
During 2016, the Public Prosecutor's Office recorded 701 cases of trafficking and smuggling 
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of persons and related crimes. According to the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, 
the majority of victims of trafficking in the region are women and girls, 74 per cent of the total, 
and their fate is usually sexual exploitation. 

As a traditionally coca-producing country and especially given the sustained eradication 
campaigns in Peru and Colombia, Bolivia is substantially vulnerable to transnational organized 
crime related to drug trafficking.  

At a national level, under the Act. No 400 (2013), Bolivia controls firearms, munitions, 
explosives and other related materials, but there was a decree established en 2016 permitting 
the use of dynamite in any kind of social demonstration (seen as the miners’ heritage). Since 
roadblocks, protests and strikes are fairly common occurrences in Bolivia, the use of dynamite 
became normal and led to a lot of accidents, disabilities and deaths. This decree was cancelled 
in the face of his unpopularity.   

Vulnerability to natural disasters & climate changes 

Bolivia's location (with large latitudinal variations) and its climatic diversity mean that each 
area of the country is affected by a specific threat. 

Bolivia is regularly affected by natural disasters (drought and floods). Humanitarian aid and 
international cooperation are hampered by the Bolivian government's resistance to foreign aid 
(NGOs, UN) and a policy of sovereignty asserted in all sectors through its Patriotic Agenda 
2025 (Agenda Patriotica 2025) and the Plan for Economic and Social Development “Live 
Well” 2016.2020 (Plan de desarrollo económico y social para vivir bien 2016-2020).  

The effects of climate change on agricultural activity are already visible and, in general, 
highly negative. According to INE 2015, 80% of the communities have reported that 
it is affected by adverse climatic factors such as rainfall, hailstorms, frost, etc. 

Overall, the environmental situation is deteriorating. One third of the national territory 
is degraded; deforestation has largely increased, provoking a rise in large scale 
territorial conflicts (TIPNIS). 

As in Brazil, forest fires have become a major threat in Bolivia. By September 2019, 
fires had already destroyed more than 4.2 million hectares of wild forest in Bolivia 
and the same situation was repeated in 2020 causing significant damages. Recently, 
in 2020 the fires have resumed and there are fears of significant additional losses. 
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g)  Overall analysis of the 13 HI service sectors of intervention in the 
context 
 
Service Sectors of intervention 

Global analysis 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Physical and functional Rehabilitation 
 There is no national strategy on physical & functional rehabilitation, but HI is supporting 

the development of pilot rehab centres, since 2014, being currently scaled up in 6/9 
regions, for a total of 15 Rehab centres.  

 Under Act No 475, free rehabilitation services are available to women of childbearing age, 
pregnant women, children under 5, and persons with disabilities. 

 Geographical coverage at community, primary and secondary level is very limited. Rural 
areas are not covered, and distance is a major barrier to access to services. 

 Very limited access to technical devices, P&O, and to wheelchairs (particularly for children) 
 Core human resources in the health/rehab sector are insufficiently trained to operationalize 

health policies. 
 Extremely high turnover rates in Disability Unit within Ministry of Health does not allow 

for continuity of action, vision and implementation of strategic actions. This generates a 
certain amount of instability, in addition to the fact that further changes are expected in 
the Ministry of Health authorities due to the upcoming presidential elections. This has led 
to some instability in recent years, and since last June a new Director has been in charge 
of the Disability Unit. 

 Ministry of Health has expressed interest in developing telerehabilitation to meet the 
needs of people with less access to health centers due to the pandemic and for people 
recovering from the disease. 

 

 
 
 
 
Prevention & Health:  
SRHSexual and Reproductive Health and Rights 
 Bolivia has the highest number of teenage pregnancies in Latin America. In 2015, UNFPA 

revealed that every day, 246 adolescents become pregnant, for a total of 90,000 teenage 
pregnancies a year.  

 25 % of the adolescents between 12 and 18 years of age are mothers. There is no 
disaggregated data for women with disabilities. 

 Women with disabilities are more vulnerable to forced abortions and sterilizations, STIs 

Service Sectors of 
intervention 

Global analysis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Physical and 
functional 
Rehabilitation 

 There is no national strategy on physical & functional 
rehabilitation, but HI is supporting the development of pilot rehab 
centres, since 2014, being currently scaled up in 6/9 regions, for 
a total of 15 Rehab centres.  

 Under Act No 475, free rehabilitation services are available to 
women of childbearing age, pregnant women, children under 5, 
and persons with disabilities. 

 Geographical coverage at community, primary and secondary 
level is very limited. Rural areas are not covered, and distance is a 
major barrier to access to services. 

 Very limited access to technical devices, P&O, and to wheelchairs 
(particularly for children) 

 Core human resources in the health/rehab sector are insufficiently 
trained to operationalize health policies. 

 Extremely high turnover rates in Disability Unit within Ministry of 
Health does not allow for continuity of action, vision and 
implementation of strategic actions. This generates a certain 
amount of instability, in addition to the fact that further changes 
are expected in the Ministry of Health authorities due to the 
upcoming presidential elections. This has led to some instability 
in recent years, and since last June a new Director has been in 
charge of the Disability Unit. 

 Ministry of Health has expressed interest in developing 
telerehabilitation to meet the needs of people with less access to 
health centers due to the pandemic and for people recovering 
from the disease. 

 
 
 
 
Prevention & Health:  
SRHSexual and 
Reproductive Health 
and Rights 

 Bolivia has the highest number of teenage pregnancies in Latin 
America. In 2015, UNFPA revealed that every day, 246 
adolescents become pregnant, for a total of 90,000 teenage 
pregnancies a year.  

 25 % of the adolescents between 12 and 18 years of age are 
mothers. There is no disaggregated data for women with 
disabilities. 

 Women with disabilities are more vulnerable to forced abortions 
and sterilizations, STIs and early pregnancy. 
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 53.7% of women aged 15-49 years do not use any contraceptive 
method 

 Integral Sexual Education is not common for young people with 
disabilities – it is on UNFPA’s agenda who is trying to promote it. 

 
 
 
 
 
Prevention & Health:  
MCHMaternal, 
Newborn and Child 
Health 

 Maternity mortality (x 100M live births) is 206 (2015) while in 
Latin America the average is 92. Bolivia ranks only behind Haiti 
as the country with the highest maternal mortality rate. 

 Child mortality rate (less than 5 years old) para 1000 live births is  
29  (INE 2016 ) 

 Cases of maternal deaths occur mainly during childbirth or 
caesarean section (40%). Nationally, 42% of maternal deaths 
occur at home and 37% in a health facility. 

 68% of maternal deaths occurred in ethnic women 
 Abortion is not legal in Bolivia 
 The Maternal & Neonatal Mortality Observatory was created in 

2016 
 
 
Prevention & Health:  
Mental Health and 
PSSMental Health 
and Psychosocial 
Support (MHPSS) 

 Statistical information on mental health is one of the most 
significant deficiencies in the public health system in Bolivia. 

 Problem closely linked to problems of violence and drug use 
 National Mental Health Plan 2016-2020" of the Ministry of Health 

supported by OPS 
 Few actors present in this topic 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prevention & Health:  
Road safetySafe and 
Inclusive Mobility 

 Official number of reported road traffic fatalities/ define as died at 
the scene of the crash (2013): 1848 (estimated by WHO: 2476 
fatalities ) 

 Permanently disabled due to road traffic crash: No data 
 Existence of a National Road Safety Strategy with limited funding 
 Lead agencies: Vice Ministry of Public Safety and Ministry of 

Interior 
 No control/sanction  
 Bolivia has infamously "The World’s Most Dangerous Road".  
 Disregard for traffic laws combined with the dangerous road 

conditions makes driving particularly dangerous.  
 Drunk driving, bad conditions of vehicles, speed and tiredness are 

main causes of accidents 
 Poor care system for victims of accidents: medical, social and legal 

SRHR  Bolivia has the second highest maternal mortality ratio in Latin 
America, with 160 deaths per 100,000 live births. This ratio is 
four times higher among indigenous communities, with the 
departments of Cochabamba, La Paz and Potosí presenting the 
highest ratios 
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 More than two-thirds of maternal deaths occur among young, 
poor, indigenous women, mainly in rural and peri-urban areas. 
One third of maternal deaths occuroccurs among women below 
age 24 and 14 percent among adolescents aged 15-19years. 
Approximately 63 percent of maternal deaths correspond to 
direct obstetric causes, with haemorrhage being the leading 
cause, followed by hypertension and abortion. Around10 per cent 
of maternal deaths are related to suicide, especially among 
adolescent girls. Poor health management, particularly at the 
primary healthcare level, low coverage of births attended by 
skilled health providers, limited access to basic and emergency 
obstetric and neonatal care, weak maternal mortality surveillance 
and response, and lack of culturally-appropriate services 
represent critical implementation gaps. 

 18% of female adolescents are already mothers or pregnant. The 
adolescent fertility rate is 88 live births per 1,000 women aged 
15-19 years, with differentials between rural/urban areas (132 
and 67 accordingly). Unmet need for family planning among 
adolescents and you this 38 per cent, compared to 20 per cent 
among women aged 15-49. Adolescents and youth aged 15-24 
accounted for 27 per cent of new HIV infections in 2016. 

 Adolescent pregnancies, especially in girls below age 15, are 
often associated with sexual abuse and higher risk of death 
during pregnancy and childbirth .9.Rates of sexual violence and 
femicide are among the highest in Latin America.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Protection against 
abuse and violence 
(GBV)violence and 
abuse 

 Violence against women is tolerated in the context of a patriarchal 
culture and high levels of impunity. Only 1 per cent of gender-
based violence cases and 20 per cent of femicides are prosecuted 
and convicted. A multi-sectorial and coordinated response among 
health, justice and police operators, adequate allocation of 
resources, and training on addressing cases of gender-based 
violence, particularly sexual violence, are required. Bolivia is one 
of the five countries in South America with the highest number of 
cases of human trafficking, mostly affecting women, young girls 
and children 

 Bolivia leads the list of incidents in the region, for physical or 
sexual violence by a couple, with 52.3% of women who have 
experienced this type of violence. (PAHO and CCPEEU, 2013).  

 7 out of 10 women with disabilities have reported having been 
victims of violence within their families, and half of them have 
reported having been victims of sexual violence within and/or 
outside their families  
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 Between 40% and 68% of young women with disabilities will 
experience sexual violence before the age of 18. Women with 
disabilities are 10 times more vulnerable to sexual violence 

 PcDs have reduced access to health services (including mental 
health and psychosocial support services) and legal services. 

 A very low percentage of violence cases are reported due to the 
dependency situation experienced by most women and 
adolescents with disabilities in Bolivia (average of 7% in the 
general population).  

 Municipal services for women victims of violence are not 
accessible to women with disabilities 

 Bolivia has a broad legal framework that protects women against 
violence. However, little progress has been made. Women and 
girls are the most vulnerable and statistics of reported cases are 
increasing. 

 In Bolivia, only about 2% of suspects are prosecuted and 
sentenced. 

Inclusive Education  The average schooling rate for PwD is 3 to 4 years compared to 
the national average of 9 years 

 Low level of access by PwD to state universities  
 The focus is on special education and there are limited 

experiences of inclusive education. UNICEF is very interested to 
strengthen this sector, but the Ministry of Education is very closed 
to working with international cooperations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Bolivia is data deficient on unemployment rate of PwD, but 
according to ILO, 80% of the PcD are unemployed. Most PwD 
working are in precarious and low-income jobs, in the informal 
sector. Consequently, there is no respect for basic rights and PwD 
do not know them as they are quite socially isolated.  

 Technical vocational training is not accessible to most PwD and 
access to employment services is limited to special municipal 
services without a vision of inclusion in regular services. Data 
collected up to February 2020 by the Public Employment Service 
through its Employment Bureau, show that 981 people who have 
registered their data have some level of training. 234 people have 
a high school diploma, 47 have university studies, 33 are 
technicians and 78 are professionals with respect to the training 
of people with disabilities. 

 The law imposes the public sector to hire 4% which to date has 
894 people with disabilities out of 71,835 workers and the private 
sector 2% of PwD, but there is no control of its compliance. The 
data collected by the General Directorate of Employment of the 
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LivelihoodsEconomic 
Inclusion 

Ministry of Labor, Employment and Social Welfare shows that 
22,109 private companies registered nationwide, with more than 
49 workers, have included 895 people with disabilities in their 
work up to February 2020. 

 The Ministry of Labour, Employment and Social Welfare is the 
governing body that must "guarantee the insertion and 
employment stability of the PwD". In 2017, a new law was 
adopted for the labour integration of PwD. New opportunities for 
labour inclusion arise and the support from HI will be necessary. 

 Mothers/fathers of child with a disability need support to develop 
self-employment/family business   

 Bolivia is the only country in the world where child labor is legal. 
Children with or without a disability are actively engaged in 
economic productive activities as it is often a means of families’ 
survival. In some cases, children with disabilities are used to beg 
in the streets. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
DRR Disaster Risk 
Reduction & Climate 
Change Adaptation 

 Bolivia ranks among the top 10 most affected countries 
worldwide. Among the dangers are: alternating periods of floods 
and droughts in the Amazon and Chaco regions due to the El Niño 
phenomenon... In case of a disaster, the government is refraining 
from calling for international aid. 

 There are no measures in place to include PwD in strategies for 
climate change adaptation, DRR and the inclusion of accessibility 
in infrastructure and evacuation routes and the provision of 
information related to DRR including Braille, sign language and 
alternative modes and formats of communication taking into 
account the Sendai Framework for DRR. 

 
Habitat & 
InfrastructureShelter 
and non-food items 

 No national standards and no national plan for architectural 
accessibility 

 Most places and streets are not accessible, poor quality of 
accessibility works & no penalties for non-compliance 

 

 

Risk-Related Issues  
 Institutional and political instability: Due to forthcoming elections, municipal, 

departmental and national authorities devote a lot of their time to the electoral campaign 
which makes it especially difficult to advance more technical issues. Furthermore, there 
is an extremely high turnover at government level and technical staff as well as middle 
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management are being changed completely for political reasons. Political and civil unrest 
may sway priorities of key stakeholders. 

  Due to recent events in the context of the elections held in March 2021, there is a 
residual social tension that has not yet dissipated.  

 The situation of the COVID- 19 pandemic has paralysed the economy, increasing the 
social gap, and although the government's efforts are focused on the recovery of 
economic sectors such as mining, construction, hydrocarbons, the manufacturing 
industry, the increase in exports and the decrease in the unemployment rate, the results 
are not as expected and the needs of the population and the generalised discontent are 
increasing, creating more social tension. 

 
 Security issues: Electoral periods are generally periods with a risk of degradation of the 

security climate. 
  There are frequent protest marches by some sectors of the population to demand 

changes and improvements. Some attacks and boycotts as an act of protest against the 
government have taken place in recent months. 

 
 Unfavorable environment for civil society organizations: Sovereignty and 

decolonization are deeply rooted principles in Bolivia. These principles are used by the 
government which do not hesitate to expel aid agencies (USAID, INGO such as IBIS) 
when their agenda does not coincide with that of Bolivia. INGO are strongly encouraged 
if not obliged to align with government policies. In an electoral context, Morales’ 
government was categorical on this issues, and various political entities have beenwere 
encouraged to stop working with the international cooperation. 
 

 Financial issues: Current DGD funding is secured until the end of 2021 and is 
complemented by other, smaller grants (UNICEF, PQDI, UNFPA) but we do not have a 
clear vision of post-2021 at this point. The priority is to ensure continuity of the program 
post-2021 with grants that allow to cover structural costs. 

 

 

 

Summary of HI presence in the 
country 
HI initiated activities in Bolivia in 2011 implementing an inclusive local development (DLI) 

project in the department of Potosí with a local NGO, Ayninakuna until the end of 2013.  
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Between 2014 and 2016, the HI program thrives with 3 projects:  

 

1. Support to establishing 7 pilot rehabilitation centers in 2 country’s 

poorest regions aimed at supporting the national strategy  

1.  

2. Access to decent work for persons with disabilities and parents in the 

Municipality of El Alto  

2.  

  

3. 3. Inclusive disaster risk management (DRM) in the departments of Potosí, Oruro 

and La Paz.  

 

As of 2017, the following projects are being implemented: "Nationwide scaling up of 

rehabilitation centers" (7 of the 9 departments of Bolivia) and "Access to decent work for 

persons with disabilities and parents in the municipalities of El Alto and La Paz. 

 

Main achievements of the programme 
 
HUMANITARIAN 
ASSITANCEInclus
ive Humanitarian 
Action 
RESPONSE TO 
COVID-19 
SITUATION 
(2020) 

 675 families/2,700 vulnerable people received food or 
hygiene/biosecurity kits; 

 100 persons with disabilities and the elder people with improved 
access to health services 

 482 inhabitants of the community (Puente Piedra) in Peru who 
will use the handwashing stations. 

 100 Healthcare professionals in the department of Oruro are 
better equipped 

 25 people from government partners, civil society and 
community leaders are better prepared for an inclusive response 
to persons with disabilities. 

Physical and 
functional 
REHABILITATION 
& EARLY 
CHILDHOOD 

 Support to the Ministry of Health rehab national strategy 15   
rehab centres leading to nationwide scaling up. Training 
program for 481 rehab and primary health care providers. 
Development of standard tools and protocols. Greater quality 
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STIMULATION 
EARLY 
CHILDHOOD 
Development 
(20210) 

rehabilitation services. Development of a community outreach 
model for rehabilitation services using TICs.  

 Development of personalized technical aids for people with 
disabilities, so far 9 technical aids and 68 orthoses have been 
delivered.  

HI is recognized in Bolivia for its know-how in this sector.  Training 
of 286 health professionals in timely early detection and stimulation 
and in treatment of clubfoot. Strengthening of interdisciplinary 
intervention. 1007 children under 5 years of age receiving early 
detection services. Implementing partner for UNICEF in the ECD 
sector. Growing program. 

Support for the Ministry of Health's national rehabilitation 
strategy 15 rehabilitation centres: 

 The population with disabilities benefits from accessible 
information for the prevention of Covid-19 through radio and 
audio-visual spots.  

 Training programme: 80% of rehabilitation and primary 
health care providers improve their knowledge.  

 Validation of the use of tools at departmental level.  
 Increased quality of rehabilitation services thanks to the 

implementation of the RMS by departmental authorities.  
 Systematisation of outreach strategies and their 

dissemination at national level.       
 Development of personalised technical aids for people with 

disabilities. 4 technical aids have been delivered during this 
year and 6 personalised technical aids are expected to be 
delivered by the end of the year.  

 Training 126 families on the care of children with disabilities 
and elaboration of a home rehabilitation document for each 
type of disability in children, which is in the process of being 
approved together with a ministerial resolution for its official 
use at national level in collaboration with UNICEF. 
 

LIVELIHOODS 
Economic 
Inclusion(20210) 

 Technical support for the pilot implementation of inclusive 
employment support services at municipal level. 170 PwD 
were trained and found employment, 68 have created their 
family business. 10 public institutions and 8 private companies 
have hired PwD. 9 inclusive technical training processes. 46 
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technical trainers and local technicians trained. HI is a key actor 
in this sector. 

 In the stage between 2017 and 2020, technical support for the 
labor inclusion of people with disabilities, parents and/or 
guardians, has continued at the municipal level in the cities of 
La Paz and El Alto and at the state level with the Public 
Employment Service and the Employment Support Program of 
the Ministry of Labor, Employment and Social Welfare. During 
this period of time 210 people with disabilities were trained 
and 188 of them had access to employment and self-
employment opportunities. 13 private companies have 
generated employment opportunities for people with 
disabilities. 140 managers and heads of companies and 
institutions informed and aware of disability and inclusion. 4 
technical training processes with an inclusion approach with 
regular training services. 

 2 Municipal technical teams of the disability units co-
responsible for the implementation of activities to promote the 
exercise of the right to employment of persons with 
disabilities. 

 2 inclusive technical training processes with the participation 
of people with disabilities, parents and/or guardians.   

 80 users among people with disabilities, parents, and 
guardians with occupational projects.  

 52 people with disabilities, parents and guardians have access 
to inclusive technical training processes. 

 63 people with disabilities, parents and guardians receive an 
alternative to their demand for employment through the 
project. 

 32 people have improved their employability skills for 
employment and self-employment and have access to 
municipal social services.  

 2 steering committees in operation in each municipality. 
 32 people inI charge of human resources in companies and 

institutions sensitized to disability and inclusion. 
 

SRHR (20210)  Since the implementation of the Project in 2018, an Education 
Guide on Integral Sexuality has been published, as well as 
complementary material in accessible formats.  
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 In 159 people have trained on this Guide, among them officials 
from Municipal Disability Units, Special Education Schools, 
representatives from organizations of persons with 
disabilities, parents, tutors of persons with disabilities and 
young persons with disabilities.  

 A systematization about the different projects at Latin America 
and the Caribbean region about prevention and attention to 
violence against girls and women with disabilities for the 
generation of technical guides and attention models that can 
be replicated. 

 Guide and complementary material on comprehensive 
sexuality education in audiobook version for visually impaired 
adolescents and young 

 Training guide on comprehensive sexuality education for 
hearing impaired adolescents and young. 
 

DRR Disaster Risk 
Reduction & 
Climate Change 
Adaptation 
(2019) 

 Support and training on inclusive DRR to public authorities 
(national, departmental and municipal) directly involved. 
Development of a toolbox. Implementation of pilot inclusive early 
warning systems (IEWS), community awareness campaigns 
targeted at school students and neighbourhood committees. 
Capacity and resilience building with PwD and elderlies. 3,000 
people & 100 organizations trained. HI is member of the 
Consorcio de Agencias Humanitarias en Bolivia (CAHB). 
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Overview on ongoing projects 

 
Sectors of services where HI conducts projects and focus on beneficiaries and operational partnerships 

Project title  
& Main 

sectors of 
intervention 

Objective of 
project in the 

sector 
Main activities Beneficiaries Final beneficiaries Partners Location 

Dates of beginning 
and end of the 

project and donors  

HUMANITARIA
N ASSITANCE 
RESPONSE TO 
COVID-19 
SITUATION 

Address the 
most urgent 
needs of 
vulnerable 
populations, 
particularly 
people with 
disabilities and 
the elderly, 
affected by the 
COVID-19 
health crisis, and 
contribute to the 
prevention of the 
virus in Bolivia 

Distribution of food kits 
and hygiene kits to the 
most vulnerable 
households 
 
Implementation of a 
support fund for access to 
basic health services 
 
Supply of personal 
protective equipment 
against COVID-19 for 
health personnel and 
authorities/partners 
 
Training sessions on 
prevention and protection 

375 families 
(approximately 
1,500 people) will 
benefit from the 
distribution of the 
kits. 
 
100 people with 
disabilities and 
older people with 
better access to 
health services 
 
100 Health 
professionals in 
the department of 
Oruro 

30,000 who will have 
access to better 
information on the 
prevention of COVID-
19 and whose 
communities will be 
less affected by the 
virus  

 

Departmental 
Secretary of 
Health of Oruro 

Municipal 
Autonomous 
Government of 
El Alto 

Municipal Unit 
for the 
Attention of 
Disabled 
People in 

Municipalities of 
Caracollo, Huanuni, 
Oruro, El Alto. 

LUXEMBURG MOFA  
April – September 
2020 
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measures against COVID-
19 for partners 
 

 
25 members of 
government 
authorities, civil 
society and 
community 
leaders trained in 
prevention and 
protection Covid 
19 

Caracollo and 
Huanuni 

Physical & 
Functional 
Rehabilitation  
 
Access to 
rehabilitation 
in 
BoliviaAccès 
réadaptation 
en Bolivie 

Develop 
accessible, 
comprehensive 
and quality 
rehabilitation 
services for all 
throughout the 
country. 

 Training of health 
/rehab service 
providers 

 Strengthening quality 
of service and access 

 Implementation of an 
community outreach 
approach 

 Support to Ministry of 
Health 

Support to 
Ministry of 
Health 

 15  
rRehabilitation 
centrescenters 
(RC) in 6   
departments 
 
Direct: 
   4,535 people 

with 
disabilities 
(PwD) 

  137  rehab 
professionals 
& &    314 
primary health 
workers 
trained   

  

15 rehabilitation centers 
in   6/9 dept. 
 
Direct: 6,000 users  
  –  
 6 from the Ministry of 

Health  
  -10 from SEDES 

(Department level) 
 - 
 40 rehabilitation. 

professionals 
(Rehabilitation 
CentersC)  

  - 80 0 primary health 
workers  

  
Indirect:  

 Ministry of 
Health: 15 
rehabilitatio
n centres 

 Network of 
local health 
services 

 Universidad 
Mayor de 
San Andrés 
(UMSA) and 
Universidad 
Tecnológica 
de Oruro 
(UTO) 

Ministry of 
Health: 
national & 

 Departments of , 
Oruro 

 , Potosí 
 , Beni 
 , Pando,  
 Santa Cruz 
 , Cochabamba. 

 

01.DGD 2017-
202101/01/2017 –  
12.31/12/2021 
 
DGD 
 
 
UNICEF December 
2019 - March 2021 
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 51 children 
clubfoot 

  
 23 

professionals 
trained on 
clubfoot 

  
   1,173 

children early 
detection 

  
   136 rehab 

professionals 
trained  

Indirect: 
 5   18,140 

family 
members of 
users of 
rehab centres 

  

 342,000 people 
(population) from 4 
target municipalities  

 Population potentially 
reached:  555,130 

 
Population potentially 
reached:  555,130  

departmental 
levels 
 
15 Rehab 
centres 
 
Network of 
local health 
services 
 
Universidad 
Mayor de 
San Andrés 
(UMSA) and 
Universidad 
Tecnológica 
de Oruro 
(UTO) 
 
 

LivelihoodsEc
onomic 
Inclusion 
  
- Socio-
economic 

Improve access 
to inclusive 
vocational 
training and 
job placement 
services for 

 Training of service 
providers 

  
 Support to municipal 

inclusive employment 
services 

Direct:  
 323 people 

with 
disabilitiesPwD 

 , 10 service 
providers 

Direct:  
 350 people with 

disabilities PwD & care 
keepers  

 40 public servants  
–  

 Municipal 
Autonomous 
Government 
of El Alto 
(GAMEA) 

 El Alto 
 La Paz 

La Paz 

01.DGD 2017-
202101/01/2017 – 
12.31/12/22021 
 
DGD  
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integration of 
people with 
disabilities 
and their 
family 
members Insertion socio-économique des personnes en situation de handicap et des membres de leurs familles 

people Pwith 
disabilitiesD 
enabling 
laborlabour 
inclusion.   

  
 Support to private 

sector for inclusion of 
people with 
disabilitiesPwD 

  
 Awareness raising 
  
 Policy work with 

Ministry of Labour 
  
 Linking people with 

disabilities to 
employment 
opportunitiesLinking 
PwD to employment 
opportunities 

 , 140 Human 
Resources 
managers 
Indirect: 

 1,615 family 
members of 
people with 
disabilities 
PwD  

 - 25 facilitators 
of training 
processes  

-  
 5 media 

mobilized in 
favour of 
inclusion  

- 
 13 companies 

with 
employment 
opportunities 
for people with 
disabilities 

 23,425 people 
sensitized PwD  
23.425 people 
sensitized 

 30 company managers 
and HR personnel  

- 
 10,000 population  

 
Indirect: 

 1,750 family members 
  
 Population  potentially 

reached:  3,430 

 Municipal 
Autonomous 
Government 
of La Paz 
(GAMLP) 

 FAUTAPO 
Foundation 
(NGO) 

 
 Universidad 

Mayor San 
Andres 
(UMSA) 

 IICCO: Manqa 
Schools 

  
 Ministry of 

Labor 
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Sexual and 
reproductive 
Health and 
Rights 
 
SRHRSHR -
Sexual and 
reproductive 
health and 
rights of 
adolescents 
and youth. 
Santé sexuelle 
et 
reproductive 
et droits des 
adolescents et 
des jeunes. 

Promote the 
full exercise of 
Sexual and 
Reproductive 
Rights of 
persons with 
disabilities, 
including the 
right to a life 
free of violence 
and access to 
comprehensive 
sexuality 
education. 

 Participatory 
construction of 
iInclusive and 
accessible material on 
Comprehensive 
Education on Sexuality, 
Gender-based Violence, 
Sexual Rights and 
Reproductive Rights 

 Training of service 
providers for people 
with disabilities, 
parents, guardians and 
young people with 
disabilities 

 Technical support to 
Municipal Disability 
Units 

 Visibility of persons 
with disabilities and the 
exercise of their sexual 
and reproductive rights 

 Strengthening of the 
General Directorate for 
Persons with 
Disabilities of the 
Ministry of Justice and 

 280 people 
between 

 Service 
Providers 

 200 parents, 
guardians and 
young people 
with disabilities 
members of the 
Disability Unit 
200 parents, 
guardians and 
young people 
with disabilities 
members of the 
Disability Unit 

 2,500 people 
 Population potentially 

reached with awareness: 
50,000 
 
Population potentially 
reached with awareness : 
50,000 

 Ministry of 
Justice and 
Institutional 
Transparency 

 National 
Directorate 
for Persons 
with 
Disabilities 

 Municipal 
units for 
people with 
disabilities 

 Municipal 
Government 
of El Alto - 
Direction of 
people with 
disabilities 

  - National 
Directorate 
for Persons 
with  
Disabilities 
 
Municipal 
units for 

 Oruro 
, 
  El Alto, 
 
 Sucre, 
 
 Cochabamba, 
 Potosí 
 CobijaPotosi, 

 Cobija. 

UNFPA  2021-
202230/02/02.202
0 – 30/0909./2021 
 
UNFPA   
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Institutional 
Transparency  

  
 

Training of service 
providers of integral 
care for people with 
disabilities, parents, 
guardians and young 
people with disabilities 

 

Technical support to 
Municipal Disability 
Units 
 
 Communication 
strategy for the visibility 
of persons with 
disabilities and the 
exercise of their sexual 
and reproductive rights 
 
Strengthening of the 
General Directorate for 
Persons with Disabilities 

people with 
disabilities 
 
Municipal 
Government 
of El Alto-
Direction of 
people with 
disabilities. 
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of the Ministry of Justice 
and Institutional 
Transparency (MJTI) 

GVBSexual 
and 
reproductive 
Health and 
Rights 
 
 -  Prevention 
and response 
to gender-
based 
violence 
(GBV) in 
Bolivia and at 
the regional 
levelPréventio
n et réponse à 
la violence 
basée sur le 
genre (SGBV) 
en Bolivie et 
au niveau 
régional 

Community-
based strategy 
with an 
inclusive 
approach for 
the prevention 
and care of 
violence 
against women 
 
 

 Systematize the model 
of community agents in 
prevention and care of 
gender-based violence 

   
  
 Improve the current 

model with regard to 
the inclusion of 
particularly vulnerable 
groups 

  Analyze the model and 
develop guidelines for 
its adaptability and 
replicability. 

 Disseminate the 
inclusive model 

 such as women with 
disabilities/mothers/care
taker of children with 
disabilities, migrant and 
indigenous women, girls 
and adolescents.  
 

n/a  Women with 
disabilities/mothers/caret
aker of children with 
disabilities, migrant and 
indigenous women, girls 
and adolescents 

  
  
 State and civil society 

organizations working in 
the field of protection 
against violence and 
abuse in Bolivia. 

 The Gregoria 
Apaza 
Women's 
Promotion 
Center 
(CPMGA) 

 The Bolivian 
Catholic 
University 
"SAN 
PABLO" 
 
The Bolivian 
Catholic 
University 
"SAN 
PABLO" 

Bolivia World Bank  
October 2020 –  
June 
202201/07/07.202
0 – 30/07/07.2022 
 
World Bank  
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Analyze the institutional 
and financial 
sustainability of the 
model and develop 
guidelines for its 
adaptability and 
replicability. 

 

Disseminate the 
inclusive model 
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Donors 
 
 

Directorate-general 
Development Cooperation and 
Humanitarian Aid (DGD) DGD 

 

  

 

 UNFPA  

 

UNICEF 

 

 

European Commission - ECHO  

 

World Bank 

 

UNFPA 

 

PQDI Banco Mundial  
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